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| Kuthor Judy Blume, |
T, 0n breaking
taboos and why ifs
important to tell
| Chidren the fth

| Honesty is cruclal. [ grew up in the '50s and aduits
didn't tell children anything about puberty, money,
life or death - it was all very hush-hush, They wanted |
to protect their kids from everything.
| I never thought my books broke taboos. | decided
that | was going to write for young people because it
was what | knew best and related to, as | was only in
my 20s myself when | started. If there was one thing |
I wanted to do in my books, it was to be hanest. As
‘ kids, we all talked about puberty, but our parents
didn't. My friend had & confusing book that didnt
make sense, but we all eageriy read it anyway.,
| feit sad and lenely when my hooks were.
banned. | wrote many in the ‘70s, but it was the
| reaction to them in the ‘80s that was awful. But
Once you say you are going to do something
about it and stand up against it, your whole
|  attitude changes and you feel better
Terrible things happen in life, and kids always
want to know why. My new book is based on |
| events that happened in my hometown of
| Elizabeth, New Jersey, when | was 14, when
three planes crashed within just a few months
of each other. It was such an awfui thing and
us kids needed some way to explain it. Even |
now it stifl seemns unbelievable.
| You don't sit around thinking about fame.
But it's sweet when the UPS quy says: “Aren't
you that Judy Blume?” If you have to have fame
at all, mine is the sweeatest kind you can have -
| because | represent peopie’s childhoods.
It's fantastic that kids are still reading my
books. If you'd told me 40 years ago that children
would be reading them in 2015, | would have been,
| like: "What?" | love that all the generations of
my readers have shared their feelings with me
about my novels.
If you want to write a book, just de it, Don't !
| think about it, don't analyse it, just write.
I'm proud of all the novels I've written. But most
of the time, | da not know where | get my ideas
from. A book takes a lot of hard work, anxiety
and stress, but sometimes a scene can just come
spontaneously from nowhere. That's the magic
of writing fiction. g
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